
A Method of Keeping and 
Breeding Land Hermit Crabs 

 Hello. My name is Vanessa Pike-Russell.In 2000 Stu Wools-

Cobb visited my website on land hermit crab care and emailed

me after reading my caresheet on gender and reproduction. At

the time it had been unheard of for land hermit crabs to have

successfully reproduced in captivity and the resulting eggs

raised to juvenile (air-breathing) stage of development. 

 A few emails and phone calls later, Stu sent me a copy of his

booklet that was created in part for his local aquarist society.

Through his extensive background in breeding fish and raising

brine shrimp, he was able to raise the hermit crab zoea with

the materials he had on hand (see pages 10-12) and fed them a

diet rich in nutrients similar to those they would have access

to in the intertidal pools of the wild. 

A steady routine of hand-feeding every two hours contributed

to his success – and it is his desire to share his knowledge and

success with other land hermit crab enthusiasts with the hope

that others will obtain similar results. 



 Before you view this document, you are asked to be very

mindful that it is for personal viewing only. Do not sell, re-sell,

publish or distribute this booklet for commercial purposes.

Any plagiarism of content contained within this booklet may

result in legal action. 

All work remains the sole intellectual property of Stu Wools-

Cobb and should not be used in any way without permission.

It would be greatly appreciated that if you utilise the

information given in this document (and discussions online

based on its contents) that you could document as carefully as

possible the process you use and the results you achieve;

either success or failure. 

It is also highly helpful if you are able to attempt some

photographic and anecdotal journaling to continue to add to

the pool of knowledge related to breeding and raising land

hermit crabs in captivity. 

If you used this. guide to successfully breed land hermit crabs

please get in contact with us. We would love to hear from you
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